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SUBJECT: Faith and Belief Codes for Reporting Personnel Data of Service Members 

The Armed Forces Chaplains Board (AFCB) reviewed the Department's recognized faith 
groups and has recommended expanding this list of faith groups to better align with the language 
and intent of section 533, "Protection of rights of conscience of members of the Armed Forces 
and chaplains of such members," of Public Law 112-239, "National Defense Authorization Act 
for Fiscal Year 2013." The AFCB recommended adding new faith and belief groups to 
standardize and better identify religious preferences recognized by the Military Services. The 
AFCB asserts that these changes to identify the expanded faiths and beliefs will better assist the 
Department and the Military Services religious support planning by: 

• Accurately tracking more faith and belief systems, providing more accurate
demographic data for religious groups;

• Enabling better planning for religious support to the force; and

• Providing a better assessment of the capabilities and requirements of each Military
Service's Chaplain Corps.

The AFCB requested these additional faiths and beliefs be incorporated into the Faith 
Group codes and provided to the Military Services so the Active and Reserve Components may 
begin reporting the expanded collection of Faith Group Codes before these changes are 
promulgated in Department issuances to report personnel data. The new Faith Group coding is 
detailed in the attachment. The current title "Faith Group Code" will be changed to "Faith and 
Belief Code" in the Department's personnel reporting requirements. These changes to Faith 
Group Code will be incorporated in Department of Defense Instruction 1335.05, and Enclosure 
5, Department of Defense Manual (DoDM) 1336.05 for the Active Components and Volume 1, 
DoDM 7730.54, and Enclosure 5, Volume 2, DoDM 7730.54 for the Reserve Components with 
the next reissuance of these instructions and manuals. 

The attached Faith Group Code table supports the existing code structure with additional 
codes for the new faiths and beliefs. These changes are provided so the Active and Reserve 


















